
From: Fowlow, Jeffrey
To: Sibley, Michael
Subject: FW: Contact information
Date: Thursday, March 12, 2015 10:59:04 PM
Attachments: Abandoned Bio Diesel Facility-Odessa WA.msg

 
 

From: French, Gerald (ECY) [mailto:GEFR461@ECY.WA.GOV] 
Sent: Tuesday, March 10, 2015 2:29 PM
To: Fowlow, Jeffrey
Subject: FW: Contact information
 
Jeff,  Here is the first e-mail I sent to Earl last week.  This has more details of what is outside of the
 building.
 
That’s Jerry.
 
 
Jerry French
Department of Ecology, Eastern Regional Office
Hazardous Waste & Toxics Reduction Program
4601 North Monroe Street
Spokane, WA  99205-1295
(509) 329-3489
gefr461@ecy.wa.gov
 
 
 

From: Fowlow, Jeffrey [mailto:Fowlow.Jeffrey@epa.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, March 10, 2015 2:27 PM
To: French, Gerald (ECY)
Subject: Contact information
 
Hey, Gerry, thanks for the information.  Now you have my contact information.  Please forward
 documents and photos when convenient.
 
Jeffrey Fowlow, PG, CHMM
Federal On-Scene Coordinator
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 900
Seattle, WA  98101
 
EMAIL:  fowlow.jeffrey@epa.gov
Office:   206-553-2751
Cell:        206-225-5582
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Abandoned Bio Diesel Facility-Odessa, WA

		From

		French, Gerald (ECY)

		To

		Liverman, Earl

		Recipients

		Liverman.Earl@epa.gov







Earl,




 




On Monday 3/3/15 I contacted Inland Empire Oilseed in Odessa, WA by e-mail informing them that I would be conducting an inspection on the next day on Tuesday 3/4/15.  I received a return e-mail stating that the e-mail was undeliverable. 

 I contacted a person named Stacey Rasmussen from the Odessa Public Development Authority (OPDA).  OPDA owns the biodiesel manufacturing building and property.  The biodiesel facility is located at 206 West Railroad in Odessa.  OPDA told me that Inland Empire

 Oilseed was no longer in operation and that another company named Transmessis Columbia Plateau LLC became the new operator and leased it from OPDA.   Transmessis stopped operations @ June 2014.  I told Ms. Rasmussen that I would visit the site anyway on the

 outside but had no access to inside the facility.  Ms. Rasmussen-OPDA informed me by phone that Transmessis had removed all chemicals from the facility.




 




I inspected 206 West Railroad (formerly Transmessis) on 3/4/15 on the outside.




 




On the west side of the building I observed the following:




 




·       

Two steel 55-gallon drums marked as Corrosive liquid, NOS (N,N-Di-sec-butyl-phenyl diamine), Component A, hydroseal polymers, .




·       

Two steel 55-gallon drums holding activated carbon.  Drums were open.




·       

Two 55-gallon poly plastic drums not marked/labeled.  Holding unknowns.




·       

Four 55-gallon steel drums on a plastic secondary containment pallet.  One drum marked as holding ETHANOX 4760 E labeled as corrosive was rusted at bottom along with small pinhole leaks.  One green drum holding unknown contents. 

 One drum labeled as Class 8 Corrosive and Marine Pollutant.  One drum holding sodium methylate.




·       

Three above ground tanks side-by-side @ 10,000 gallons volume each within concrete containment.  Middle tank had float gauge indicating @ 6 foot full.  Tank on south was insulated and holding unknown contents with NFPA marking

 of Health Hazard blue diamond of 1, Fire Hazard red diamond of 3, and Reactivity Hazard yellow diamond of 0.  Tank on north unknown as to its contents.  Next to the three tanks a fire extinguisher within a glass windowed metal box showed that it had last been

 inspected in year 2013.  Next to the tanks warning signs reading ”DANGER No Smoking No Open Flames No Sparks”.  Concrete containment and loading/unloading concrete pad had accumulated mix of rainwater and biodiesel chemical byproducts.  Dead pigeon in accumulated

 liquids in containment.  Pipe manifold next to tanks had signs reading “Oil Inbound”, “Biodiesel Outbound”, “Sodium Methoxide Inbound” and “Glycerin Outbound”.




·       

Pump within steel containment leaking.  Red fluid accumulated in containment.




·       

23 stacked plastic totes appeared to be empty.




·       

Four 55-gallon steel drums appeared to be empty.




·       

Two poly plastic tanks setting on ground holding @ 14 inches of dark colored liquid.




·       

Two 55-gallon steel drums appeared to be empty.




·       

Various types of equipment staged on the ground.




 




On the south side of the building next to railroad tracks I observed the following:




 






·       

Looking through a windowed door observed @ twelve totes and some buckets inside of the building.  Tote closest to the door was marked as UN1289 (sodium methylate) and also labeled as Class 3 Flammable and Class 8 Corrosive.






·       

Small 2 foot square hole cut into wall.  End of a green garden hose was poking out of the hole to the ground.






 




On the north side of the building I observed the following:




 




·       

Two above ground storage tank setting on the ground next to each other.  No containment.  One tank was insulated setting vertically @ 1,500 gallon volume, pipes connected to it that led inside of building.  Other tank setting

 on ground horizontally @ 2,500 gallon volume, pipes connected to it that led inside of building.  Soils next to the tanks discolored and contaminated by past spills.




 




On the east side of the building no items of concern were observed.   




 




Each entrance door was windowed.  Window in door had sign taped inside of it that read “PPE Required While Plant Is Operating”. 






 




During my phone discussion with Ms. Rasmussen on 3/3/15 she indicated that there were chemicals stored in a flammable cabinet inside the laboratory room.  She remembered one of the lab containers marked as reading “Chloroform”.






 




I called Ms. Rasmussen-OPDA on 3/4/15 after the site inspection and told her of my findings.  Ms. Rasmussen said that the 12 totes observed through the windowed door was likely holding plastic beads of some sort used in the biodiesel manufacturing

 process and could be contaminated with sodium methylate.  Ms. Rasmussen said that she would meet me at 8 AM on Tuesday March 10, 2015 at 206 West Railroad in Odessa.  Another person from OPDA will also be present on Tuesday.  She said that the she had tried

 to contact Transmessis in recent past but they do not respond.  Transmessis whereabouts is unknown.    




 




Ms. Rasmussen was apparently not aware that containers holding abandoned  chemicals were on-site as she was assured by Tranmessis that the facility was cleaned up according to the terms of the lease agreement.  She does not know if there

 are any chemicals within the manufacturing equipment inside of the building.  My discussion with Ms. Rasmussen appears that she has no technical training and understanding of hazardous material  chemistry.  I am not sure if OPDA has the means and funds to

 properly cleanup and dispose of abandoned chemicals at 206 West Railroad Avenue.




 




Looking at a map it appears that Crab Creek which runs east west through Odessa is @ 1,000-1,200 feet south of and down gradient from the 206 West Railroad Avenue biodiesel site. 






 




I am requesting that you as a representative for USEPA Region 10 be present during the site inspection on Tuesday 3/10/2015 at 8 AM.  Let me know of your availability.    




 




Jerry French




Department of Ecology, Eastern Regional Office




Hazardous Waste & Toxics Reduction Program




4601 North Monroe Street




Spokane, WA  99205-1295




(509) 329-3489




gefr461@ecy.wa.gov




 









 


